THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

to their own parties and took with them many honest
workers, disillusioned from Bolshevik propaganda which
could scarcely conceal its intention of using the energy
and scope of the workers of other countries for the further-
ance of the Russian dictatorship, and was guilty of
political acts only compatible with its repugnant belief
that the end justifies the means. The Communist Party,
already breaking up, and losing what prestige it had, then
fell into the hands of a few quite uncultured men who were
motivated by resentments and ambitions. The Political
Bureau of the Third International expelled these leaders
of the Spanish section from the Bolshevik ranks.

Then, and then only, Jose Diaz, La Pasionaria, Vicente
Uribe, Jesus Hernandez and other leaders, began to be
something in the Communist Party, men whose names
have resounded throughout Spain and beyond her
frontiers during the War. I can state, quite definitely,
that the Communist Party until the year 1936 had no
influence at all, great or small, in any aspect of national
life, no strength and no prestige, and this I can prove by
the fact that in the parliamentary elections of 1933, it
obtained only one seat, and even that was due to the
political necessities of other Left Wing parties, up against
the reactionaries in Malaga.

In Catalonia there were the United Socialist Party
(P.S.IL) and the United Marxist Workers' Party
(P.O.U.M.), the last-named being formed of Bolsheviks
who were not Stalinites. Both Parties wished to use the
regional organisation of the U.G.T. for their nolitica]